[3115] Non-Discrimination, Anti-Harassment, and Non-Retaliation

The District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, ethnicity,
religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, pregnancy, age, height,
weight, familial status, marital status, military service, veteran status, genetic information,
disability, or any other legally protected basis in admission, access to District programs
and activities, or employment. Unlawful discrimination, including unlawful harassment
and retaliation, in District programs, services, and activities is prohibited.

Title IX sexual harassment is covered by Hope Academy of West Michigan’s Title IX
Policy.

A contract to which the District is a party will be read to include a covenant by the
contractor and its subcontractors not to discriminate against an employee or applicant for
employment with respect to hiring, tenure, terms, conditions, or privileges of employment,
or a matter directly or indirectly related to employment, because of race, color, national
origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, pregnancy, age,
height, weight, and marital status.

The Board directs the Superintendent or designee to designate one or more employees
to serve as the District’s applicable Coordinator(s), as described in Policy 3115B.

A. Definitions: For definitions related to the District's non-discrimination, anti-
harassment, and non-retaliation policy, including examples of prohibited conduct,
see Policy 3115A — Definitions.

B. Designation of Coordinators: To find the appropriate coordinator/compliance
officer, see Policy 3115B — Designation of Coordinators.

C. Supportive Measures: For more information about supportive measures, see
Policy 3115C — Supportive Measures.

D. Informal Resolution: For more information about informal resolution, see Policy
3115D - Informal Resolution.

E. Grievance Procedure and Remedies: For more information about the grievance
procedure for investigating unlawful discrimination, harassment, and retaliation
complaints, and for possible remedies, see Policy 3115E — Grievance Procedure
and Remedies.

F. Complaint Dismissal and Appeals: For more information about dismissing a
complaint, appealing a complaint dismissal, or appealing a determination of
responsibility, see Policy 3115F — Complaint Dismissal and Appeals.
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G. Reserved

H. Training and Notice: For more information about training requirements and notice
of the Districts non-discrimination policy, see Policy 3115H - Training
Requirements and Policy Notice.

Legal authority: 20 USC 1400 et seq., 1681 et seq.; 29 USC 206 et seq., 621 et seq., 701
et seq., 794, 2601 et seq., 6101 et seq.; 38 USC 4301 et seq.; 42 USC
1983, 2000d et seq., 2000¢ et seq., 2000ff et seq., 6101 et seq., 12101
et seq.; 29 CFR 1604.1 et seq., 1635; 34 CFR 106.1, et seq.; MCL
37.1101 et seq., 37.2101 et seq.

Date adopted: 4/27/2026

Date revised:
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[3115A] Definitions for 3115 Series

A. The following definitions apply to policies 3115-3115H and 5202, which address
non-discrimination, anti-harassment, and non-retaliation:

1.

“Appeals Officer” means a person who is designated to hear a determination
appeal or a dismissal appeal. The Appeals Officer may not be the same person
as the Coordinator, Decisionmaker, Investigator, or Informal Resolution
Facilitator.

“Complainant” means: (1) a student or employee who is alleged to have been
subjected to conduct that could constitute Unlawful Discrimination; or (2) a
person other than a student or employee who is alleged to have been subjected
to conduct that could constitute Unlawful Discrimination and who was
participating or attempting to participate in the District’'s education program or
activity at the time of the alleged Unlawful Discrimination.

“Complaint” means an oral or written request to the District that objectively can
be understood as a request for the District to investigate and make a
determination about alleged Unlawful Discrimination.

“Coordinator” means the person(s) designated by the District to coordinate the
District's compliance with state and federal non-discrimination laws. The
Coordinator may be the same person as the Investigator and Decisionmaker.

“‘Day” means a day that the District’s central office is open for business, unless
otherwise indicated.

“‘Decisionmaker” means the person designated to issue a determination as to
whether Unlawful Discrimination occurred. The Decisionmaker may be the
same person as the Coordinator and Investigator.

“Disciplinary Sanctions” means consequences imposed on a Respondent
following a determination that the Respondent engaged in Unlawful
Discrimination.

“Grievance Procedure” means the process outlined in Policy 3115E.

“Informal Resolution Facilitator” means the person designated to facilitate an
informal resolution process. The Informal Resolution Facilitator may not be the
same person as the Investigator or the Decisionmaker.
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10.“Investigator” means the person designated to investigate a complaint of
Unlawful Discrimination. The Investigator may be the same person as the
Coordinator and Decisionmaker.

11.“Key Role” means Coordinator, Investigator, Decisionmaker, Informal
Resolution Facilitator, or Appeals Officer.

12.“Party” means a Complainant or Respondent.

13.“Remedies” means measures provided, as appropriate, to a Complainant or
any other person the District identifies as having had their equal access to the
District's education program or activity limited or denied by Unlawful
Discrimination. These measures are provided to restore or preserve that
person’s access to the District’'s education program or activity after the District
determines that Unlawful Discrimination occurred.

14.“Respondent” means a person who is alleged to have violated the District’s
prohibition on Unlawful Discrimination.

15.“Retaliation” means intimidation, threats, coercion, or discrimination against
any person by the District, a student, or an employee or other person
authorized by the District to provide aid, benefit, or service under the District’s
education program or activity, for the purpose of interfering with any right or
privilege secured by the 3115 Policy Series, or because the person has
reported information, made a complaint, testified, assisted, or participated or
refused to participate in any manner in an investigation, proceeding, or hearing
under the 3115 Policy Series. Retaliation does not include a requirement that a
District employee participate in a Grievance Procedure.

16.“Supportive Measures” means individualized measures offered as appropriate,
as reasonably available, without unreasonably burdening a Complainant or
Respondent, not for punitive or disciplinary reasons, and without fee or charge
to the Complainant or Respondent to:

a. restore or preserve that Party’s access to the District’s education program
or activity, including measures that are designed to protect the safety of the
Parties or the District’s educational environment; or

b. provide support during the District's Grievance Procedure or during an
informal resolution process.

17.“Unlawful Discrimination” means to treat a person differently or less favorably
due to the person’s race, color, national origin, ethnicity, religion, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity or expression, pregnancy, age, height, weight,
familial status, marital status, military service, veteran status, genetic
information, disability, or any other legally protected basis or any other legally
protected class, and includes unlawful harassment and retaliation based on a
person’s membership in a protected classification.
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B. Examples of Unlawful Harassment
Unlawful harassment may include, but is not limited to:

1. Race, Color, or National Origin Harassment, which is prohibited by Title VI
and Title VIl of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Michigan Elliott-Larsen Civil
Rights Act. Race, color, or national origin harassment is unwelcome conduct
based on a person’s actual or perceived race, color, or national origin that
creates a hostile environment or becomes a condition of continued
employment. Race includes traits historically associated with race, including,
but not limited to, hair texture and protective hairstyles. Race, color, or national
origin harassment may take many forms, including slurs, taunts, stereotypes,
or name-calling, as well as racially motivated physical threats, attacks, or other
hateful conduct.

Under this Policy, harassment based on ethnicity, ancestry, or perceived
ancestral, ethnic, or religious characteristics, will be considered race, color, or
national origin harassment.

2. Disability Harassment, which is prohibited by the Americans with Disabilities
Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Michigan Persons
with Disabilities Civil Rights Act. Disability harassment is unwelcome conduct
based on a person’s actual or perceived disability that creates a hostile
environment or becomes a condition of continued employment. Disability
harassment may take many forms, including slurs, taunts, stereotypes, or
name-calling, as well as disability motivated physical threats, attacks, or other
hateful conduct.

3. Sex-Based Harassment, which is prohibited by Title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1972, Title VIl of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and the Michigan
Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act, and includes harassment based on sex, sex
stereotypes, sex characteristics, pregnancy, sexual orientation, and gender
identity. Title IX sexual harassment is governed by the district’s Title IX Policy.

Legal authority: 20 USC 1400 et seq., 1681 et seq.; 29 USC 206 et seq., 621 et seq., 701
et seq., 794, 2601 et seq., 6101 et seq.; 38 USC 4301 et seq.; 42 USC
1983, 2000d et seq., 2000¢ et seq., 2000ff et seq., 6101 et seq., 12101
et seq.; 29 CFR 1604.1 et seq., 1635; 34 CFR 106.1, et seq.; MCL
37.1101 et seq., 37.2101 et seq.

Date adopted: 4/27/2026

Date revised:
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[3115B] Designation of Coordinators

The District designates the following person(s) to serve as non-discrimination
Coordinators:

Title IX Coordinator
Dr. Arthur Garner
Hope Academy of West Michigan
Principal
240 Brown Street SE Grand Rapids 49407
616-301-8458

Section 504 Coordinator
Hope Academy of West Michigan
School Social Worker
240 Brown Street SE Grand Rapids 49407
616-301-8458

Civil Rights Coordinator/Employment Compliance Officer
Dr. Arthur Garner
Hope Academy of West Michigan
Principal
240 Brown Street SE Grand Rapids 49407
616-301-8458
&
Dr. Heidi Cate
Hope Academy of West Michigan
Superintendent
3300 36" Street SE Grand Rapids 49512
616-600-6501

A Complaint against a Coordinator listed above may be made to the Superintendent or
Board President. A Complaint against the Superintendent may be made to the Board
President. A Complaint against the Board President may be made to the Board Vice
President.

Legal authority: 20 USC 1400 et seq., 1681 et seq.; 29 USC 206 et seq., 621 et seq., 701
et seq., 794, 2601 et seq., 6101 et seq.; 38 USC 4301 et seq.; 42 USC
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1983, 2000d et seq., 2000e et seq., 2000ff et seq., 6101 et seq., 12101
et seq.; 29 CFR 1604.1 et seq., 1635; 34 CFR 106.1, et seq.; MCL
37.1101 et seq., 37.2101 et seq.

Date adopted: 4/27/2026

Date revised:

LAaw Firm, P.C
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[3115C] Supportive Measures

A. Supportive Measures

The District will offer and coordinate Supportive Measures, as appropriate, for
Complainants, Respondents, and others whose access to the District’'s education
program and activity was impacted by alleged Unlawful Discrimination. Supportive
Measures are designed to restore or preserve a person’s access to the District’s
education program or activity or provide support during the District's Grievance
Procedure and informal resolution process. Supportive Measures are available at
any time, including before, during, and after the Grievance Procedure or Informal
Resolution Process.

Supportive Measures must not unreasonably burden any Party.
B. Students with Disabilities

If a Party is a student with a disability, the applicable Coordinator or designee
should consult with one of more members, as appropriate, of the student’s Section
504 or Individualized Education Program Team (as applicable), to ensure
compliance with Section 504 or the IDEA in the implementation of Supportive
Measures.

Legal authority: 20 USC 1400 et seq., 1681 et seq.; 29 USC 206 et seq., 621 et seq., 701
et seq., 794, 2601 et seq., 6101 et seq.; 38 USC 4301 et seq.; 42 USC
1983, 2000d et seq., 2000e et seq., 2000ff et seq., 6101 et seq., 12101
et seq.; 29 CFR 1604.1 et seq., 1635; 34 CFR 106.1, et seq.; MCL
37.1101 et seq., 37.2101 et seq.

Date adopted: 4/27/2026

Date revised:
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[3115D] Informal Resolution

In lieu of resolving a Complaint through the Grievance Procedure, and if offered by the
District, the Parties may elect to participate in an informal resolution process. If the
Complaint involves Title IX Sexual Harassment, the informal resolution process in the
district’s Title IX Policy applies. Informal resolution is not available to resolve a Complaint
that includes allegations that an employee engaged in sex-based harassment of a
student, or when such a process would conflict with Federal, State, or local law.

Informal resolution does not require a full investigation and may encompass a broad
range of conflict resolution strategies, including, but not limited to, arbitration, mediation,
or restorative justice.

Legal authority: 20 USC 1400 et seq., 1681 et seq.; 29 USC 206 et seq., 621 et seq., 701
et seq., 794, 2601 et seq., 6101 et seq.; 38 USC 4301 et seq.; 42 USC
1983, 2000d et seq., 2000¢ et seq., 2000ff et seq., 6101 et seq., 12101
et seq.; 29 CFR 1604.1 et seq., 1635; 34 CFR 106.1, et seq.; MCL
37.1101 et seq., 37.2101 et seq.

Date adopted: 4/27/2026

Date revised:
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[3115E] Grievance Procedure and Remedies

A. Grievance Procedure

1.

Generally

The District has adopted the following Grievance Procedure that provides for
the prompt and equitable resolution of Unlawful Discrimination, including
harassment and retaliation, Complaints, excluding Title IX Sexual Harassment
complaints. This Grievance Procedure will be used to investigate and resolve
Complaints of Unlawful Discrimination, including harassment and retaliation,
between and among students, employees, volunteers, contractors, and Board
members.

The District will treat Complainants and Respondents equitably.

The District requires that any individual serving in a Key Role not have a conflict
of interest or bias for or against Complainants or Respondents generally or an
individual Complainant or Respondent. The District presumes that the
Respondent is not responsible for the alleged Unlawful Discrimination until a
determination is made at the conclusion of the Grievance Procedure.

Grievance Procedure Timeframes

The District anticipates that most investigations will be concluded within 60
days. Investigations that involve several parties or witnesses, or investigations
that are more complex, may exceed 60 days.

Confidentiality

The District will take reasonable steps to protect the privacy of the Parties and
witnesses during its Grievance Procedure. These steps will not restrict the
ability of the Parties to obtain and present evidence, including consulting with
their family members, confidential resources, or advisors; or otherwise prepare
for or participate in the Grievance Procedure.
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4. Evidence Considerations

The Decisionmaker will objectively evaluate all relevant evidence. Credibility
determinations will not be based on a person’s status as a Complainant,
Respondent, or witness.

5. Complaint Consolidation

The District may consolidate Complaints when the allegations arise out of the
same facts or circumstances.

6. Notice of Allegations

Upon receiving a Complaint, the applicable Coordinator will notify the Parties
of the following:

a. The Grievance Procedure and any informal resolution process;

b. Sufficient information available at the time to allow the Parties to respond to
the allegations, including the identities of the Parties involved in the
incident(s), the conduct alleged to constitute Unlawful Discrimination, and
the date(s) and location(s) of the alleged incident(s); and

c. Retaliation is prohibited.

If, during an investigation, the District decides to investigate additional
allegations of Unlawful Discrimination by the Respondent toward the
Complainant that are not included in the notice provided or that are included in
a Complaint that is consolidated, the District will notify the Parties of the
additional allegations.

7. Investigation

The District will ensure an adequate, reliable, and impartial Complaint
investigation. The burden is on the District - not on the Parties - to conduct an
investigation that gathers sufficient evidence to determine whether Unlawful
Discrimination occurred.

The Parties will be provided an equal opportunity to present fact witnesses and
other inculpatory and exculpatory relevant evidence.

Throughout the investigation, the Investigator must determine what, if any, facts
remain in dispute. If dispositive facts are not reasonably in dispute (e.g., based
on Party admissions, irrefutable evidence), further investigation is not required.

8. Determination

Following the investigation and evaluation of the evidence, the Decisionmaker
will:
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a.

Use the preponderance of the evidence standard to determine whether
Unlawful Discrimination occurred.

Notify the Parties in writing of the determination whether Unlawful
Discrimination occurred, including the rationale for such determination and
the procedures and permissible bases for the Complainant and Respondent
to appeal, if applicable.

Comply with this Grievance Procedure before imposing any disciplinary
sanctions against a Respondent.

9. Remedies

If there is a determination that Unlawful Discrimination occurred, the applicable
Coordinator will, as appropriate:

a. Coordinate the provision and implementation of remedies to a Complainant

and other people the District identifies as having had equal access to the
District’'s education program or activity limited or denied by Unlawful
Discrimination;

Coordinate the imposition of any Disciplinary Sanctions against a
Respondent; and

Take other appropriate prompt and effective steps to ensure that Unlawful
Discrimination does not continue or recur within the District’'s education
program or activity.

10.False Statements

A person who knowingly files a false Complaint or makes a materially false
statement is subject to discipline, including discharge from employment or
expulsion.

Legal authority: 20 USC 1400 et seq., 1681 et seq.; 29 USC 206 et seq., 621 et seq., 701

et seq., 794, 2601 et seq., 6101 et seq.; 38 USC 4301 et seq.; 42 USC
1983, 2000d et seq., 2000e et seq., 2000ff et seq., 6101 et seq., 12101
et seq.; 29 CFR 1604.1 et seq., 1635; 34 CFR 106.1, et seq.; MCL
37.1101 et seq., 37.2101 et seq.

Adopted: 4/27/2026

Revised:
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[3115F] Complaint Dismissal and Appeals

A. Complaint Dismissal

The District may dismiss a Complaint if:

1. The District is unable to identify the Respondent after taking reasonable steps
to do so;

2. The Respondent is not participating in the District's education program or
activity and is not employed by the District;

3. The Complainant voluntarily withdraws any or all of the allegations in the
Complaint and the applicable Coordinator declines to initiate a Complaint; or

4. The District determines the conduct alleged in the Complaint, even if proven,
would not constitute Unlawful Discrimination.

Upon dismissal, the District will promptly notify the Complainant of the basis for the
dismissal. If the dismissal occurs after the Respondent has been notified of the
allegations, the District will also notify the Respondent of the dismissal and the
basis for the dismissal promptly following notification to the Complainant, or
simultaneously if notification is in writing.

Upon dismissal, the District will take prompt and effective steps, as appropriate,
through the applicable Coordinator, to ensure that Unlawful Discrimination does
not continue or recur within the District’s education program or activity. The District
will offer Supportive Measures to the Complainant as appropriate. The District will
also offer Supportive Measures to the Respondent as appropriate if the
Respondent has been notified of the Complaint allegations.

. Determination Appeal Procedures

Unless expressly stated in writing by the Decisionmaker, determinations are not
subject to appeal.

Legal authority: 34 CFR 106.1, et seq.
Date adopted: 4/27/2026

Date revised:
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[3115-F-1] Discrimination, Harassment, and Retaliation Complaint Form

This form is being submitted by:

Complainant Name:

Phone: Email:

If the Complainant is a student:

Date of Birth: Grade:

School Building Attending:

If the Complainant is an employee:

Job Title: Building:

Complaint Details

Reporter’'s Name and Relationship to Complainant:

Reporter’s Phone: Reporter’s Email:

Respondent’'s Name:

Respondent’s Relationship to Complainant:

1. Describe the alleged discrimination that you are requesting the District investigate. Please be
specific. Describe the incident(s) and identify the individuals and potential withesses involved.
Describe or attach any evidence you believe is relevant. Attach additional pages if needed.
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2. Describe the date/time/location(s) of the alleged incident(s).

3. What would you like the District to do to remedy the situation?

Signature Date

A person alleging discrimination may file a Complaint using the District’s Grievance
Procedure. A Complaint may also be filed at any time with the Office for Civil Rights (OCR),
U.S. Department of Education, 1244 Speer Boulevard, Suite 310, Denver, Colorado, 80204-
3582. Filing a Complaint with the District is not a prerequisite to filing with OCR.

Use of this form is not required, but it does assist the District in gathering data related to
the Complaint to ensure a prompt investigation. A Complainant’s failure to use this form
will not be the basis to delay an investigation.
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[3115H] Training Requirements and Policy Notice

A.

Training Requirements

All Coordinators and individuals assigned to serve in a Key Role must be
adequately trained.

Nondiscrimination Notice Requirement

The District will prominently post on its website a notice of nondiscrimination,
clearly stating that it applies to students, parents, employees, and applicants for
admission and employment. The notice of nondiscrimination will comply with all
applicable laws.

Legal authority: 20 USC 1400 et seq., 1681 et seq.; 29 USC 206 et seq., 621 et seq., 701

et seq., 794, 2601 et seq., 6101 et seq.; 38 USC 4301 et seq.; 42 USC
1983, 2000d et seq., 2000e et seq., 2000ff et seq., 6101 et seq., 12101
et seq.; 29 CFR 1604.1 et seq., 1635; 34 CFR 106.1, et seq.; MCL
37.1101 et seq., 37.2101 et seq.

Date adopted: 4/27/2026

Date revised:
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[5202]Unlawful Discrimination, Harassment, and Retaliation Against Students

The District prohibits unlawful discrimination. “Unlawful Discrimination” includes unlawful
harassment and retaliation, unless specifically stated otherwise. The District will
investigate all allegations of Unlawful Discrimination and will take appropriate action,
including discipline, against any person who, following an investigation, is determined to
have engaged in Unlawful Discrimination.

Complaints alleging Unlawful Discrimination, harassment, and Retaliation against a
student will be investigated using the process outlined in Policies 3115-3115H.

Complaints alleging Title IX sexual harassment will be investigated using the Grievance
Process outlined in the district’s Title IX Policy.

The identities of the District’'s Title IX Coordinator, Section 504 Coordinator, and Civil
Rights Coordinator are listed in Policy 3115B.

A. Student Handbooks

The Superintendent or designee will include in student handbooks a statement
explaining the District’s policy against Unlawful Discrimination, including unlawful
harassment and Retaliation. This statement must include an explanation of types
of Unlawful Discrimination, examples of harassment, reporting requirements, and
consequences as described in this Policy.

B. Reporting Requirements

District personnel must immediately report incidents of alleged Unlawful
Discrimination, including incidents that District personnel witness or about which
they receive reports or information, regardless of whether the incidents are verbal,
visual, or physical, and whether the incidents also constitute harassment, bullying,
or hazing.

District personnel who witness an act of Unlawful Discrimination must intervene
immediately, unless circumstances would make intervention dangerous. A person
who is unable to intervene should promptly attempt to find another person who is
able to intervene, contact a building administrator, or contact law enforcement, as
the situation requires.
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Any student who witnesses an act of Unlawful Discrimination is encouraged to
report it to District personnel. No student will be retaliated against based on any
report of suspected Unlawful Discrimination. A student may also anonymously
report an incident of Unlawful Discrimination. The District will investigate
anonymous reports to the extent possible pursuant to Policies 3115-3115H or its
Title IX Policy, as applicable. Minor students do not need Parent permission to file
a Complaint or participate in the Grievance Procedure described in Policies 3115-
3115H or its Title IX Policy

Office for Civil Rights

Any person who believes that he or she was the victim of Unlawful Discrimination
may file a complaint with the Office for Civil Rights (OCR) at any time:

U.S. Department of Education
Office for Civil Rights
Cesar E. Chavez Memorial Building
1244 Speer Boulevard, Suite 310
Denver, CO 80204-3582
Telephone: 303-844-5695
FAX: 303-844-4303; TDD: 800-877-8339
Email: OCR.Denver@ed.gov

An OCR complaint may be filed before, during, or after filing a Complaint with the
District. A person may forego filing a Complaint with the District and instead file a
complaint directly with OCR. The District recommends that a person who has been
subjected to Unlawful Discrimination also file a Complaint with the District to
ensure that the District is able to take steps to prevent any further discrimination
and to discipline the alleged perpetrator, if appropriate. OCR does not serve as an
appellate body for District decisions. An investigation by OCR will occur separately
from any District investigation.

Legal authority: 20 USC 1400 et seq., 1681 et seq.; 29 USC 206 et seq., 621 et seq., 701
et seq., 794, 2601 et seq., 6101 et seq.; 38 USC 4301 et seq.; 42 USC
1983, 2000d et seq., 2000e et seq., 2000ff et seq., 6101 et seq., 12101
et seq.; 29 CFR 1604.1 et seq., 1635; 34 CFR 106.1, et seq.; MCL
37.1101 et seq., 37.2101 et seq.

Date adopted: 4/27/2026

Date revised:
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